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Section 3—Student Effort and Academic Progress

Credits Earned in High School

Indicator 27

High school graduates in 1998 accumulated about three more academic credits than

graduates did in 1982,

High school students are earning more credits
than they did previously. In 1982, high school
graduates earned about 22 credits during their
high school careers. (One credit equals one year
of a daily one-hour course.) By 1998, gradu-
ates earned about 25 credits, on average, dur-
ing their high school careers (see supplemen-
tal table 27-1).

Students earn credits in academic subjects, such
as mathematics, science, English, and social
studies; vocational subjects, such as business,
health occupations, and agriculture; and enrich-
ment/other subjects, such as health/physical
education, drivers’ education, and military sci-
ence. The increase over time in total credits
earned resulted from an increase in the num-

ber of academic courses taken. High school
graduates in 1982 earned, on average, 15 cred-
its in academic subjects, compared with 18
credits in 1998. Thus, students are taking no
fewer vocational and enrichment/other courses
than in the past, but are taking more academic
courses.

Increased academic coursetaking was particu-
larly apparent among Hispanic students. In
1982, Hispanic graduates earned one and one-
half academic credits fewer than did white
graduates (see supplemental table 27-1). By
1998, this difference had disappeared. In con-
trast, generally there were differences between
black and white graduates in the number of
academic credits earned between 1982 and
1998.

CREDITS EARNED: Average number of total and academic credits earned in high school: Selected years 1982—98
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES.
High School and Beyond Longitudinal Study of
1980 Sophomores,“Second Follow-up” (HS&B:
1980/1984); National Education Longitudinal
Study of 1988 Eighth Graders,“High School Tran-
script Study” (NELS:1992);and 1987,1990,1994,
and 1998 National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) High School Transcript Studies.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: @
Supplemental Note 3

Supplemental Table 27-1
NCES 199906



Indicators 27 Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables

Credits Earned in High School

Table27-1  Average number of total and academic credits earned in high school, by race-ethnicity: Selected years 1982—98

Total credits earned Total academic credits earned
Year Total White Black Hispanic Total White Black Hispanic
1982 21.8 219 214 215 14.7 15.0 14.0 135
1987 231 232 225 229 16.0 16.0 15.3 15.3
1990 23.6 23.7 235 239 16.8 16.9 16.3 16.7
1992 24.0 24.0 23.7 24.0 175 17.6 17.0 17.1
1994 24.3 245 23.7 24.2 17.7 17.9 16.7 174
1998 25.2 25.2 24.8 254 18.0 18.1 17.2 17.7

NOTE: See Supplemental Note 3 for information on the racial-ethnic categories.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES. High School and Beyond Longitudinal Study of 1980 Sophomores, “Second Follow-up” (HS&B:1980/1984); National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988 Eighth Graders,
“High School Transcript Study” (NELS:1992); and 1987,1990, 1994, and 1998 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) High School Transcript Studies.
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Indicator 27 Appendix 3 Standard Error Tables

Credits Earned in High School

TableS27-1  Standard errors for the average number of total and academic credits earned in high school, by race-ethnicity: Selected years 1982—98

Total credits earned Total academic credits earned
Year Total White Black Hispanic Total White Black Hispanic
1982 0.09 0.10 017 0.14 0.09 0.10 0.20 0.13
1987 0.16 0.18 0.25 0.16 0.15 017 0.26 0.17
1990 0.12 0.12 0.24 0.19 011 0.12 0.19 0.22
1992 0.09 0.10 031 0.23 0.09 0.09 0.36 0.30
1994 0.14 017 0.13 0.12 0.09 0.10 0.13 0.13
1998 0.17 017 0.26 0.25 0.13 0.14 0.23 0.20

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES. High School and Beyond Longitudinal Study of 1980 Sophomores,“Second Follow-up” (HS&B: 1980/1984); National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988 Eighth Graders,
High School Transcript Study” (NELS:1992); and 1987,1990, 1994, and 1998 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) High School Transcript Studies.
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